[Effects of hepatitis G virus coinfection on hepatic pathological changes of patients with chronic hepatitis B: a long-term comparative study].
To observe the long-term effect of hepatitis G virus (HGV) coinfection on hepatic pathological changes of patients with chronic hepatitis B (CHB) and explore the pathogenicity of HGV. Menghini method liver biopsy was performed on 45 patients with CHB twice with an interval of 5 years on a voluntary basis. The liver tissue of 21 cases was HGV nonstructural region 5 (HGV NS5) antigen positive by peroxidase anti-peroxidase (PAP) immunohistochemical staining assay (HGV coinfection group) in these two tests, and 24 cases were negative (HGV noncoinfection group). There was no significant difference in age, sex, course of disease, amount of serum HBV-DNA by competitive quantitative polymerase chain reaction assay and severity of hepatic pathological leisions between these two groups (P < 0.05) and they were treated with the same scheme and without sustained curative effeect. The hepatic pathological changes of the two groups after 5 years were compared and analysed retrospectively. There was no significant difference in basic hepatic pathological change, severity of inflammatory activity grade and fibrosis stage in these two groups. The numbers of cases of inflammatory activity grade G1, G2, G3, and G4 were 3, 7, 7, and 4 in HGV coinfection group, and 5, 8, 7, and 4 in HGV noncoinfection group in the beginning of observation; and were 3, 5, 7, and 6 in HGV coinfection group, and 4, 6, 8, and 6 in HGV noncoinfection group after 5 years. The numbers of cases in fibrosis stages S1, S2, S3, and S4 were 4, 7, 7, and 3 in HGV coinfection group, and 6, 8, 6, and 4 HGV noncoinfection group in the beginning of observation; and were 3, 6, 5, 7 in HGV coinfection group, and 4, 7, 5, and 8 in HGV noncoinfection group after 5 years (P > 0.05). HGV coinfection does not lead to the activation of hepatic pathological changes and does not speed up the progression of fibrosis in patients with CHB. HGV coinfection does not play an obvious role in long-term hepatic pathological changes of patients with CHB. HGV has at most a mild hepatic pathogenicity.